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SEAYLP at ETHS: Evanston (Ill.) Township High School teacher Aaron Becker welcomes SEAYLP students to his
World History classroom on Tuesday, Dec. 1. The Southeast Asian students spent the day at the school where
they learned about student service projects and interacted with their American counterparts. (CSEAS photo)
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►School visit, service activities, action plans: Busy week for SEAYLP students
Southeast Asia Youth Leadership Program (SEAYLP) participants—students and adult
chaperones alike—spent the past week immersing themselves in American culture, peer
and service activities, and leadership workshops in DeKalb and the Chicago area. The
group spent Tuesday, Dec. 1, at Evanston Township High School where students were
paired up with ETHS students and visited classes, talked with student clubs involved in
volunteer service projects, and made short videos interviewing each other. Back on

campus later in the week, students attended five workshops on various aspects of
leadership, public speaking, civic engagement, and networking. They also met with six
DeKalb area business people, nongovernmental organization leaders, and community
organizers for a spirited panel discussion about networking and fundraising, in which
participants asked specific questions about how to implement their own community
projects. Participants later met with student leaders involved in the DCP-SAFE program
from seven DeKalb County high schools (about 70 American students and teacher
chaperones). They ate lunch together, then broke into groups for cultural exchange and
discussion of student-led activities. The session was facilitated by DeKalb Mayor Kris
Povlson. Students visited a Buddhist temple in Rockford and enjoyed a home-cooked
Southeast Asian meal one evening at the home of CSEAS Director Jim Collins. Carolyn
Lantz, program officer with
U.S. State Department’s youth
program division of the
Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs, the
program’s granting agency,
was on hand for the dinner
and some of the week’s
workshops, which were
facilitated by professionals
from Rockford, Champaign,
and DeKalb to help students
as they worked in country
groups to develop action
plans. Rounding out the week
Adult chaperone Han Kosal, an English teacher from Cambodia,
on Saturday, Dec. 5,
collects seeds for spring planting Dec. 5 for the Washington Park
Conservancy in Chicago. (Photo by Katharine Wiegele)
Washington Park
Conservancy volunteers at the
park near the University of Chicago led SEAYLP participants in an outdoor service
activity for which the group bundled up in winter coats, hats, and gloves. The group
collected seeds for spring planting, decorated a tree for Christmas, and helped identify
trees. “Despite being frozen, the boys had a lot of fun picking up large chunks of ice and
hurling them onto the frozen creek,” said program administrator and NIU assistant
anthropology professor Katharine Wiegele. “Only one student fell in!“ Earlier in the day,
American student volunteers from Roots and Shoots (www.rootsandshoots.org) met the
group for activities at the Experimental Station, a holistic community center where
students saw a cooperative community bike shop, a year-round farmers' market, and an
urban communal garden, and learned about food/community connections. They ate a
halal lunch at the Backstory Cafe in the community center, and took an impromptu stroll
in the neighborhood around the University of Chicago's south campus. The SEAYLP
students and chaperones leave for Washington, D.C., Tuesday, Dec. 8, for five more
days of workshops and activities before returning to their home countries.

Students from SEAYLP, above, talk about
what they learned in their day at Evanston
Township High School in a panel
discussion in teacher Aaron Becker’s
cheerful World History classroom. On the
other side of the room, a panel of
American students shared their insights.
At left, ETHS sophomore Brendan Tooker
gets acquainted with Brunei student
Syarifah Syazwana Wan Ali (Wana).
(CSEAS photos)

A SEAYLP student’s take on an American high school
Evanston Township High School! It was HUGE and it has 15 gyms! *wow* had never seen a high school
so big in my life. I noticed that they have different education system. The Americans are more relaxed and I
really enjoyed my time. I think the fact that they do not have to wear uniform is kinda cool. Was quite
surprised though when I found out they could actually use nail polish and even colour their hair! ;D And
there were sooo many security guards! They were like everywhere and I felt that it was creepy. Haha. I
learned more about the Americans there. And I felt that hey, we are not THAT different after all! Although
Americans drive at the age of 16 but we don't, and that they can work but can't, I feel that we are
teenagers! We listen to the same music, we play the same sports, we watch the same movies. Regardless our
backgrounds, the language we speak and the culture we grow up with, we are still one people. (:
Diamanta Vania Lavi, 16
Singapore
Note from her SEAYLP e-journal

►Thai travel grants available for faculty and students
CSEAS faculty associates and NIU students are invited to apply for travel grants for
research in Thailand through the Thai Teaching and Research Endowment Fund.
Faculty travel awards total $1,000 and must be applied to research-related travel
incurred by June 15, 2011. Applications should be submitted to center office manager
Nancy Schuneman by March 5. Travel awards for students total $1,500 for graduate
students and $1,000 for undergraduates. Eligible students must be in good standing with
a research project with a Thai studies focus. Applications should be submitted to
Chalarmsee Olson at the NIU Library by March 5. For information, see the center
website.
►See the fall 2009 Mandala online
New grants, faculty news, visiting scholars, tourist art on display,
more exchange students, summer study opportunities, and more:
There’s much to read about in the latest issue of the center’s
newsletter, The Mandala. See it online on the center website.

►Papers sought for SEA Club’s spring student conference
Abstracts are being accepted from both undergraduate and graduate students for the
Southeast Asia Club’s spring conference and culture night, set for March 19–20. The
conference will explore gender roles, sex, and violence in modern-day and historical
Southeast Asia. The keynote speaker will be Barbara Watson Andaya, director of the
Center for Southeast Asian Studies at the University of Hawaii-Manoa and most recently
the author of The Flaming Womb: Repositioning Women in Early Modern Southeast Asia
(University of Hawaii Press, 2008). Abstract deadline is Dec. 31; final drafts are due
Feb. 10. There is a $100 prize for best undergraduate paper and a $250 award for best
graduate paper. E-mail inquiries and abstracts to conference coordinator Matthew Jagel
at Reebok74@comcast.net or call 630-709-3999.
►International Ramayana Conference call for papers
Scholars are invited to submit presentation proposals by Dec. 31 for next year’s Third
International Ramayana Conference. The two-day event, co-sponsored by CSEAS, the
Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Illinois, and the
International Ramayana Institute of North America, is set for Sept. 17–19, 2010 at NIU’s
Naperville campus. The conference will include presentations and a Ramayana-based
teacher workshop. For details, see the conference website.
►Study abroad in Southeast Asia through NIU





History and Culture of Malaysia, May 9–28, Kuala Lumpur: Three-week
program led by assistant history professor Eric Jones and beginning in Kuala
Lumpur. Students will visit nature reserves (orangutans and proboscis
monkeys), historical sites, religious centers, and rural areas throughout Malaysia
and Brunei, where they will interact with the region’s ethnically and religiously
diverse populations. Three credit hours. Open to graduate and undergraduate
students. Application deadline: March 1. Contact the NIU Study Abroad Office,
417 Williston Hall; call 815-753-0304 or e-mail niuabroad@niu.edu.
Cambodia Field School, July 15–Aug. 15, Phnom Penh: Four-week
ethnographic field school led by anthropology professor Judy Ledgerwood.
Students will study Cambodian culture, religion, and various field-study
methods, including surveys, interviews, and participant observation. A
collaborative project with the Royal University of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh.
Advanced undergraduate students or graduate students may apply.
Applications will be available at NIU Study Abroad Office by end of fall
semester. For details, contact Ledgerwood at 815-753-0246 or jledgerw@niu.edu.

► NIU grad student conference offers new venue to present research
The NIU Graduate Student Research Association is accepting proposals until Jan. 15 for
its March 27 Conference on Human Development, Education, and Learning to be held at
the Holmes Student Center. The goal of the interdisciplinary conference is to provide a
venue for graduate students in diverse disciplines to share their research and to promote
interdisciplinary collaboration. The program will consist of presentations in addition to
workshops on technology and grant writing, led by NIU faculty, staff, and graduate
students. Proposal submission guidelines are available online and should be submitted
to Kristopher Kopp at kkopp@niu.edu.
►Advanced Indonesian abroad program seeking applicants
Applications are now available for the 2010 Advanced Indonesian Abroad (COTIM)
program set for June 14 to Aug. 14 at the Universitas Kristen Satya Wacana in Salatiga,
Indonesia. The nine-week intensive Indonesian language program is Fulbright-funded
and coordinated through the Southeast Asian Studies Program at Ohio University. For
details and application materials, please visit the COTIM website. Application deadline:
Feb. 16. Contact: Anthony Medrano, assistant director of the Center for International
Studies’ Southeast Asian Studies Program at Ohio University at (740) 593-1841 or e-mail
medrano@ohio.edu.
►Calls for papers
 Cornell Southeast Asia Program 12th Southeast Asian Studies Graduate
Conference, March 12–14, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. Keynote
speaker: Cornell historian Eric Tagliacozzo, director of the Cornell Modern
Indonesia Project and author of Secret Trades, Porous Borders: Smuggling and States







Along a Southeast Asian Frontier. Limited number of travel grants available.
Deadline for papers: Jan. 10. For details, see conference Web site.
Hmong Global Identities in the 21st Century, April 9–11, St. Paul, Minn. Third
International Conference, sponsored by the Center for Hmong Studies at
Concordia University-St. Paul. Panel proposals due Dec. 31; completed papers
due Feb. 26. Contact: Lee Pao Xiong by phone at 651-641-8870; e-mail
xiong@csp.edu.
The Obama Presidency: The Dynamic between the U.S. and China in the
Context of Southeast Asia, July 6–8, Ubon Ratchathani University, Thailand.
Submission deadline: Dec. 18. See conference Web site.
Third International Conference on Lao Studies, July 14–16, Khon Kaen
University, Khon Kaen, Thailand. Presented by the Center for Research on
Plurality in the Mekong Region, Khon Kaen University, and the Center for Lao
Studies, San Francisco. Abstracts due: Jan. 31. For details, see the conference
Web site. Optional Lao study tour program is also planned; details forthcoming.

►Area Southeast Asia cultural events
 The Indonesian Consulate in Chicago offers free Balinese and Javanese dance
and gamelan classes on weekends. For details, see the consulate Web site.
If you are a person with a disability who may need additional assistance at any center-sponsored
event, please contact office manager Nancy Schuneman at 815-753-1771 or nschunem@niu.edu.
If you no longer wish to receive this bulletin, please reply to this e-mail with a request to have
your name removed. Thank you.
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